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A fresh new face for
ugly concrete in one day!

If your slab is suffering from low self-esteem because of pits, craters or cracks, you
can cover up those scars. Concrete “resurfacer” is a cement-based coating that
forms a smooth, new surface right over the old concrete. The cost of resurfacer for
a two-car garage is typically less than $200. You'll also need to buy or rent some
special tools, so expect your total cost to be about $300.

Cleaning and resurfacing the floor usually takes one day (clearing out your garage

" _ soyou can work may take weeks!). Spreading the resurfacer smoothly is the trickiest
= part of the project, so it helps to have some experience with concrete or drywall
. il finishing. Cool weather, with temps in the 60s, also helps. Warmer weather makes

resurfacer harden faster, reducing the time you have to finish the surface.

| By David Radtke
editors@thefamilyhandyman.com
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Gather your materials

Everything you’ll need for this project is available at home cen-
ters. Aside from basic tools like a hammer and chisel, buckets
and a steel trowel, you’ll need: My

oy

RESURFACER N

We used Quikrete Concrete Resurfacer (about $20 for 40 lbs.).
Similar products, such as Sakrete Flo-Coat, are available. To
estimate the amount you need, check the label and then buy
two or three extra containers. Better to return some than to run
out before the job’s done. i‘“

PLASTIC SHEETING 7
Protect walls with a band at least B‘ft high. We used 6-mil

plastic, but lighter stuff will work too. \

CONCRETE CLEANER

We used Quikrete Concrete & Stucc&-Wash. Other
brands are available. )

BRUSH 4

A stiff version designed for stripping{decks and mounted on a
handle will keep you off your knees%( $10).

PRESSURE WASHER
For thorough cleaning, you’ll need ‘a'model with 3,000 psiand a
15-degree spray tip. Rent one for alﬁ)ut $40 for four hours.

2
A

SQUEEGEE
Get a beefy version designed for floors, nota lightweight

window-cleaning tool. A quality squeégee will give you better
results and is worth the prlce ( $30 t0/$45).

_
MIXING EQUIPMENT Sy 5\ S
A powerful 1/2-in. drill and a mixing attachment ($12)are the

only way to go. Mixing by hand is too slow. it
o B ) L %
PROTECTIVE GEAR w
Rubber boots and gloves protect your skin
against the degreaser and resurfacer
(which can burn skin). You’ll also

need eye and hearing protection.

To see how-to
videos on floor
resurfacing,

check out our
iPad edition. It’s
available at the
App Store.




Results to
expect

As a first-timer, you might achieve a
perfectly smooth, flat finish. Or you
might end up with a few rough spots
and small ridges. But even if your
work is far from flawless, you'll still
make a bad floor look much better.
And remember this: If you make
some major mistakes, you can add a
second coat—this time with the ben-
efit of experience.

Resurfacer is tough stuff that will
withstand decades of traffic. It will
permanently fill craters, but with
cracks, long-term success is hard to
predict. Tight, stable cracks may
reappear. Cracks that have shifted
slightly with the seasons or gradually
widened over the years probably will
reappear. That doesn’'t mean you
shouldn’t resurface the floor—even a
crack that reappears and gradually
grows will look a lot better than one
that’s left alone.

Prep the slab

The cleaner the concrete, the better
the resurfacer will stick. Start with a
thorough sweeping. If you have oil
spots to clean, scrub them with a deck
brush and concrete cleaner. Once
you’ve removed the stains, apply
cleaner to the whole slab with the
brush. Then fire up the pressure
washer (Photo 1). Start in the back of
the garage and work your way to the
front, forcing the excess water out the
overhead doorway.

Important: If you find that the
cleaner doesn’t soak into the concrete
but just beads up into droplets on the
surface, you have a sealer over the
concrete that you'll need to remove. In
that case, apply a stripper first to
remove the sealer, then clean.

When the slab is clean, look for any
pieces of concrete that the sprayer may
have loosened. Chip these away (Photo
2) and collect the debris as you go,

WHAT IT TAKES
TIME: One to two days
COST: $300

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate
TOOLS: Hammer, chisel, pressure
washer, trowel, drill, mixer,
squeegee
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START WITH A CLEAN FLOOR
1 Scrub with a concrete degreaser and a stiff brush, then follow up with a
pressure washer. Rinse twice to remove all residue.

REMOVE THE LOOSE STUFF

EChiseI away any loose fragments along cracks or craters; there's no need
to bust away concrete that’s firmly attached. Continued on p. 47
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FILL

3

floor.
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CRACKS AND CRATERS

Mix up a stiff batch of resurfacer, using just enough water for a workable
consistency. Scrape off the excess so repairs are flush with the surrounding

%

4

CREATE A DAM

Glue weather strip to the floor exactly where the garage door rests. This will
stop resurfacer from flowing onto the driveway.

sweeping it into a dustpan with an old
paintbrush. Now's the time to fill these
cracks or divots. Mix some resurfacer to a
mashed potato-like consistency and push
the mix into the cracks. Smooth it with a
cement trowel flush with the surrounding
surface (Photo 3).

If you have expansion joints cut into
the existing slab, push a weather strip
into the joint. This will maintain the joint
and give you a convenient time to stop
and take a break. Apply and smooth no
more than 150 sq. ft. of resurfacer at a
time for the best results. You can glue a
length of weather strip to the slab to
define a stopping point if you don’t have
a control joint and then continue from
that edge once you've smoothed the first
section.

For a nice-looking finished edge under
the overhead door, I applied a heavy-
duty vinyl weather strip (Phote 4) that I
picked up at a local home center. Just be
sure to dry the slab along the location
with a hair dryer so your adhesive will
work properly.

Mix and spread

the resurfacer

This is the time to recruit a helper. You’ll
need one person to mix and another to
spread resurfacer. Take two minutes to

Erase your mistakes
If you end up with ridges, shallow
craters or squeegee marks, you don’t
have to live with them forever. Go to a
rental store and rent a concrete grinder
for about $125 a day. It looks like a floor
polisher, but it grinds down the surface,
removing about 1/16 in. with each slow
pass. It’s a dusty job that might take all
day, but you'll get 2 much smoother,
flatter surface—perfect if you want to
apply a finish like epoxy paint.
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read the directions before mixing. The
key to a smooth, lump-free mix is to let
the resurfacer “slake,” that is, sit in the
bucket for a few minutes after the initial
mixing. Then mix a bit more (Photo 5). It’s
also good to have a slat of wood on hand
to scrape the sides of the bucket as you
mix.

The concrete should be damp when
you apply the resurfacer, but not wet to
the touch. Pour the mix onto the slab and
immediately spread it (Photo 6). Work
quickly and carefully, blending each
stroke into the previous one until you get
a nice, uniform look. Smooth the resur-
facer along the side walls by pulling the
squeegee toward you. As you reach the
edge of the door weather strip, use your
steel trowel to gently blend the resur-
facer against the weather strip. You can
remove the excess with the trowel and
drop it into a bucket.

With the slab finished, let the mix set
up. In hot, dry weather, it’s a good idea to
mist the hardened surface; keeping it
damp longer will allow the resurfacer to
fully harden. After several hours, the
finish will support foot traffic. Depending
on the weather, wait at least 24 hours
before driving on your newly finished
slab. After a few days of curing, you can
apply a sealer if you'd like to protect the

MiIX LIKE MAD

5Recruit a helper to mix the resurfacer while you spread it. The material
begins to stiffen quickly, so the faster you get it all mixed and applied, the

slab from oil and other stains. better your results.

“u

SPREAD IT SMOOTH, THEN LET IT
6 Push the squeegee forward to work the resurfacer into the concrete, then drag it back to smoath the coating. Aim for
a thickness of 1,/8 in. When you've covered the whole floor, let it cure for 24 hours before you drive on it.
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