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How to Build a Walkway Using a Concrete
Paver Mold
June 22, 2012

exterior work, how to, summer

You can spend thousands of dollars and hire a professional contractor to pour your
walkway or install commercially made concrete pavers, or you can use Quikrete’s
Walkmaker form or some other type of form. The
Walkmaker, constructed of a durable plastic material,
greatly simplifies the construction of a concrete walkway
and produces exceptional results. For a customized look,
purchase powdered cement coloring to add to the
concrete mixture. Here’s how we made our lovely
walkway with the mold.
Stuff You Need:
Paver Mold- we used Quikrete’s Walkmaker
Crack-resistant concrete
Flat-bladed spade
Gravel
Hand tamper
Wheelbarrow
Powdered cement coloring
Measuring cup
Bucket
Hoe
Trowel or shovel
Step 1
Determine the amount of concrete material needed for the project. Quikrete recommends
one 80-pound bag of concrete for every 2 feet of walkway.
Step 2
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I’m Rebecca
:) I’m a married mom of four teenage children.
We live in Upstate New York. We bought an
old 1855 home and acre property, over 10
years ago. We've been in the slow, agonizing
process of living in the home while (trying) to renovate it.
When I'm not renovating, I'm a freelance writer and blogger.
We've learned to dig a French drain, plant huge flower and
vegetable gardens, wire a circuit panel, install furnace
ducting, understand the enigmatic complexities of the
plumbing system, and more. It's been *quite* the adventure.
You can read more about us here, read up on the history of
the home, and read about what we've renovated so far.
Thanks for visiting!
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Measure the walkway area and remove the sod with the spade. You can lay the pavers
directly onto the ground, but for best results Quikrete recommends that you remove 2 to
4 inches of soil and pour gravel into the trench. Tamp the gravel so that it is level and
compacted.
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Step 3
Pour a bag of concrete into the wheelbarrow. Remove approximately 2 cups of dry mix
and set it aside. Add the powdered coloring to the dry concrete mix and stir well with a
hoe.
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Fill the bucket with approximately 3 pints water. Slowly pour half the water into one
part of the wheelbarrow. With the hoe, rake the dry concrete into the pool of water,
mixing until all the water is absorbed.
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Step 5
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Add another 2 to 3 pints of water to the bucket, and pour the water into the concrete
mix. Rake and chop the concrete into the water until the water is absorbed. The mixture
should have the consistency of mud. When you chop the mixture with the hoe, the
mixture should stay in place. If the mixture is too crumbly or stiff, add more water. If
the mixture is too soupy, add some of the dry concrete mix you have set aside, and mix
well.
Step 6
Place the Walkmaker form at one end of the walkway. Shovel or trowel the concrete
into the form, patting down the mix to ensure that it fills the corners and cavities of the
mold.
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Step 7
Lift the form straight up so it does not snag on and damage the wet concrete pavers.
Hose off the form immediately to prevent the concrete mix from hardening.
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Step 8
Repeat the process of mixing concrete, laying the form in the walkway and adding the
mix to the form until the walkway is complete. Allow the pavers to dry for at least 24
hours.
Step 9
Sprinkle cupfuls of Portland cement sand mix or jointing sand over the pavers. Spread
the sand mix between the paver form lines with a broom so the mix completely fills the
form lines.

Step 10
Mist the pavers with a garden hose, wetting the sand mix but not washing it out of the
form lines. Allow to dry completely.
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Notes and Tips
To make a curved walkway, reposition the Walkmaker form onto the wet concrete mix
in the direction of the curve. Press the form down to form new paver lines. Smooth out
the previous paver lines with the trowel.
To prevent the Walkmaker form from sticking to the wet concrete, lightly spray the
form with water or very lightly with cooking oil.
To create a nonslip surface, lightly brush over the wet pavers with a stiff broom. The
broom will create small ridges on the paver surface.
To allow the concrete to properly cure, choose an overcast day when the temperature
will not drop before 50 degrees and no rain is expected within 24 hours. If it does rain,
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cover unstained concrete pavers with plastic sheeting. In an area with sun, cover the
concrete pavers with plastic sheeting or burlap to prevent the concrete from drying too
quickly. Lightly moisten the burlap periodically when the material becomes too dry.
Do not cover stained concrete with plastic sheeting or burlap, as they may cause
discoloration. Apply Quikrete Concrete Sealer to the surface of the concrete instead.
Concrete is caustic. Do not breathe in concrete dust. If you have sensitive skin, wear
gloves while handling concrete.
If you like this post, please share it!
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Karen Says:
June 28, 2012 at 8:07 am

Oh wow! That is beautiful. Your yard looks awesome.
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lin Says:
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Hey, that turned out GREAT! Good work!
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