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PRODUCT DESCRIPTION 
Basic Uses: QUIKRETE® Backer Rod is an 
ideal non-absorbent compressible backup 
material.  It is inserted into a joint to  
• control sealant depth  
• to create a backstop  
• Allow proper sealant tooling 
• Allow proper sealant wetting of the joint 

surfaces 
It can also be used as a temporary seal. 
 
QUIKRETE® Backer Rod may be used for: 

• Expansion joints 
• Curtain wall joints 
• Partitions 
• Log construction 
• Pavement joints 
• Pre-cast units 
 

Compatibility:  QUIKRETE® Backer Rod is 
ideal for use with QUIKRETE® Polyurethane 
Non-Sag Sealant (no. 8660-11) or 
QUIKRETE® Polyurethane Self-Leveling 
Sealant (no. 8660-10) but it is compatible with 
any butyl, polysulfide, acrylic, polyurethane, 
silicone and most other cold applied sealant 
compositions. QUIKRETE® Backer Rod is an 
extruded round, closed cell, low density 
polyethylene foam material with a skin-like 
outer texture.  It is highly flexible and 
compressible for easy installation.  
QUIKRETE® Backer Rod is chemically inert 
and will resist oil, gasoline and most other 
solvents.  This material will not stain nor adhere 
to sealant materials and is non-exuding (see 
Table 1 for physical properties). 
 
Sizes:  QUIKRETE® Backer Rod is packaged 
in 20 ft (6.1 m) lengths.  Available in 1” (25 mm) 
and ¾” (19 mm) diameter. 
 
TECHNICAL DATA 
The typical physical properties of QUIKRETE® 
Backer Rod are listed in Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 1:  Physical Properties 
Density  
(ASTM D 1622) 

2.0 lb/cu.ft.  
(32 kg/M3) 

Tensile Strength 
(ASTM D 1623) 

50 PSI (0.34 MPa) 

Compression 
Deflection 
(ASTM D 1621) 

5 PSI (3.4 kPa) @ 
25% 

Water Absorption 
(ASTM C 509) 

0.02% by volume 

Water Absorption 
(ASTM C 1016) 

0.03 g / mL 

 
Figure 1:  TYPICAL APPLICATION:  
 

 
 
INSTALLATION: 
Joint or opening must be clean, dry and free 
of obstructions.   Select backer rod diameter 
from Table 2.  Cut backer rod to length and 
use a blunt instrument or roller to uniformly 
install backer rod so that the sealant depth 
will be about ½ of the joint width.  DO NOT 
PUNCTURE, STRETCH OR OVERLY 
COMPRESS. 
 
Table 2:  Size Selection 
Joint Width Backer Rod Diameter 
3/8“ to 1/2“  
(9 to12 mm) 

3/4 “ (19 mm) 

5/8” to 3/4“  
(15 to 19 mm) 

1 “ (25 mm) 

 
Fill the joint with an appropriate sealant and 
allow it to cure.  QUIKRETE® Polyurethane 



      

Non-Sag Sealant (no. 8660-11) is 
recommended for vertical expansion joints but 
can also be used for horizontal expansion 
joints.  QUIKRETE® Polyurethane Self-
Leveling Sealant (no. 8660-10) is ideal for 
horizontal joints. 
 
Warranty 
The QUIKRETE® Companies warrant this 
product to be of merchantable quality when 
used or applied in accordance with the 
instructions or applied in accordance with the 
instructions herein. The product is not 
warranted as suitable for any purpose or use 
other than the general purpose for which it is 
intended. Liability under this warranty is limited 
to the replacement of its product (as 
purchased) found to be defective, or at the 
shipping companies’ option, to refund the 
purchase price. In the event of a claim under 
this warranty, notice must be given to The 
QUIKRETE® Companies in writing at Atlanta, 
GA 30305. The limited warranty is issued and 
accepted in lieu of all other express warranties 
and expressly excludes liability for 
consequential damages. 
 


